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Abstract

This research aimed to investigate the current and desirable conditions, and priority
needs of factors contributing to student dropout in schools under Chiang Mai Secondary
Educational Service Area Office, and to formulate policy recommendations for dropout
prevention. The sample population covered 34 Schools under the Chiang Mai Secondary
Educational Service Area Office, with research participants consisted school administrators,
teachers responsible for student support systems, and guidance counselors in schools
under the aforementioned educational service area. The research instrument was a five-
point Likert scale questionnaire. Data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and the Modified Priority Needs Index (PNI Modified).

The findings revealed that, overall, the current conditions of factors contributing
to student dropout were at a high level (X = 3.05). When ranked from the highest to the
lowest mean scores, the factors were: social and peer group risk factors, school-related
risk factors, family risk factors, student-related risk factors, and socio-economic risk factors,
respectively. The overall desirable conditions were rated at the highest level (X = 4.41),
with social and peer group risk factors ranking highest, followed by student-related risk
factors, socioeconomic risk factors, school-related risk factors, and family risk factors,
respectively.

Regarding priority needs analysis, socioeconomic risk factors exhibited the highest
priority need (PNl modified = 0.46). This was followed by student-related risk factors
(PNI modified = 0.45), family risk factors (PNl mogifiea = 0.44), social and peer group risk factors
(PNI Modified = 0.43), and school-related risk factors (PNl podified = 0.42), respectively. These
findings indicate that household socioeconomic inequality, students mental health
challenges, diminished academic motivation, and the weakening of family structures are
critical risk factors requiring urgent policy intervention through integrated approaches.

Keywords: school dropout, modified priority needs, risk factors, policy
recommendations, Chiang Mai Secondary Educational Service Area Office
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